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Susan Murcott

When | was 17, | wanted to change the world, but my
capacities at the time was limited. Even since then,
I've travelled across the world to work on numerous
global challenges, but | still always have a passion to
support young people’s visions and helping to see
those visions turned into reality. | have now taught at
MIT for over 20 years, and | have tried to mentor
students in realizing their own visions.

MyH,0 is such a vision. | have known MyH,0 since its
inception. This took place at MIT during the Spring
2014, where my MyH,O’s founder, Xiaoyuan Ren,
was a graduate student in my class “D-Lab:
Dissemination of Water, Sanitation, Hygiene
Innovations for the Common Good” or “D-Lab WASH”
for short. Xiaoyuan conceptualized MyH,0 as her
term project for that class, a class well-suited to
MyH,O’s vision, because it is a class about bringing
safe water to people everywhere. Not only did
Xiaoyuan and her team have a strong passion, a clear
vision and a plan for realizing her dream, she had the
perseverance to carry the plan forward even when
there were numerous obstacles to success.

Financial obstacles, geographical obstacles and a
number of other hurdles were waiting for her team.
However, through resourceful fundraising channels
and creative ways to engage local universities and
communities, Xiaoyuan and her team effectively
overcame a number of obstacles to bring success to
MyH,0.

It is this spirit of helping to test and ensure safe
water for all throughout China that motivates the
MyH,O as a NGO organization. | am proud to have
played a small role in the birth of this important NGO
and | look forward to learning of its future successes
and anniversaries celebrations, as it expands it safe
water services throughout China.
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